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THE COURT GIVES JUDGMENT AGAINST IRELAND FOR GENERAL AND
PERSISTENT BREACHES OF THE WASTE DIRECTIVE

The lack of an effective permit system for waste undertakings is a breach of the Directive,
which has in addition led to other general and persistent breaches

The Community directive of 1975 on waste ' sets out the regime applicable to waste in the
territory of the Community. The directive imposes on the Member States a number of
obligations regarding waste management, including the following: to ensure that waste is
recovered or disposed of without causing risks; to prohibit the abandonment or uncontrolled
disposal of waste; to establish an integrated and adequate network of disposal installations; to
take necessary measures to ensure that any holder of waste has it handled by a private or
public waste collector or recovers or disposes of it himself; to introduce a system of permits
for undertakings disposing of or recovering waste and a registration system for undertakings
which collect or transport waste; and to ensure that undertakings keep a record of all the
details of their operations (the quantity, nature and origin of the waste) and are subject to
periodic inspections.

Between 1997 and 2000 the Commission received 12 complaints concerning waste
management in a number of places in Ireland. In July 2001 the Commission brought all the
complaints together in a reasoned opinion which alleged that Ireland had failed generally to
fulfil the obligations arising under the waste directive; the Commission stated that the 12
complaints did not constitute the only cases of non-compliance with the directive and that it
reserved the right to cite other examples in order to illustrate the breaches of a general nature
in implementing the directive.

Since the Commission took the view that Ireland had not complied with the reasoned opinion,
it brought an action for failure to fulfil obligations before the Court of Justice of the European
Communities.

! Council Directive 75/442/EEC of 15 July 1975 on waste (OJ 1975 L 194, p. 39), as amended by Council
Directive 91/156/EEC of 18 March 1991 (OJ 1991 L 78, p. 32).



The Court holds that Ireland did not meet its obligation, by which it has been bound since
1977, to ensure that all municipal landfills hold the permit required by the directive. The
directive was transposed extremely late. The permit procedure was slow (taking 808 days on
average and sometimes almost four years) and there was a lack of appropriate measures for
ensuring that facilities were promptly made subject to the domestic system finally set up.
Furthermore, as is revealed in particular by the specific breaches of the directive which the
Court finds, the Irish authorities have tolerated unauthorised activities in numerous places
in Ireland, often over long periods, failing to require that those activities be brought to an end.
Such a failure to fulfil obligations is general and persistent in nature.

The Court concludes that Ireland has failed to fulfil its obligation to ensure that only duly
authorised undertakings dispose of or recover waste.

Furthermore, it follows from the lack of an effective permit system and the tolerance of
unauthorised activities that Ireland has not ensured that other obligations imposed by the
directive are performed. The disposal or recovery of waste without risk to public health and
the environment, the establishment of an integrated and adequate network for waste disposal
and the inspection of waste holders and of operators dealing with waste are possible only
within the framework of an effective permit system.

Consequently, the Court concludes that Ireland has failed to comply with its obligations
under the waste directive.

Unofficial document for media use, not binding on the Court of Justice.
Languages available: EN, FR

The full text of the judgment may be found on the Court’s internet site
http.//curia.eu.int/jurisp/cgi-bin/form.pl?lang=en
It can usually be consulted after midday (CET) on the day judgment is delivered.

For further information, please contact Christopher Fretwell
Tel: (00352) 4303 3355 Fax: (00352) 4303 2731



http://curia.eu.int/jurisp/cgi-bin/form.pl?lang=en

	Press and Information
	PRESS RELEASE No 37/05
	26 April 2005
	Judgment of the Court of Justice in Case C-494/01
	Commission of the European Communities v Ireland
	THE COURT GIVES JUDGMENT AGAINST IRELAND FOR GENERAL AND PER
	The lack of an effective permit system for waste undertaking
	The Community directive of 1975 on waste � sets out the regi
	Between 1997 and 2000 the Commission received 12 complaints 
	Since the Commission took the view that Ireland had not comp
	The Court holds that Ireland did not meet its obligation, by
	The Court concludes that Ireland has failed to fulfil its ob
	Furthermore, it follows from the lack of an effective permit
	Consequently, the Court concludes that Ireland has failed to
	Unofficial document for media use, not binding on the Court 
	Languages available: EN, FR
	The full text of the judgment may be found on the Court’s in
	For further information, please contact Christopher Fretwell


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


